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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-200
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 25, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: March 27, 2014
Type of Action: Extension of previously-approved program
Bill Summary: The bill amends prior ordinance 2009-211-E to extend the Sustainable Building Certification Refund program for three years through FY2016/17. It carries-over the appropriation of funding through FY16/17and designates the Regulatory Compliance Department as the oversight agency for the program.
Background Information: Ordinance 2009-211-E created a new Ordinance Code Chapter 327 – Sustainable Building Program and declared the City’s intent to plan, design, construct, renovate, maintain and deconstruct all city buildings to a set of codified “sustainable building” criteria and to encourage the private sector to do the same in its building practices.  The new chapter authorized the City’s Environmental Protection Board to adopt a sustainable building certification system as a local alternative to the national LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification system) and establishes an incentive system to benefit sustainable building practices by offering fast-track permitting, waivers of certain regulations for purposes of meeting sustainability standards, and a cash refund program offering up to $1,000 in reimbursement for the costs of obtaining certification of a sustainable building. The bill appropriated $100,000 from the Environmental Protection Trust Fund to a new Sustainable Building Certification Refund Program to provide for the refund program and waived provisions of the Ordinance Code regulating the use of the Environmental Protection Trust Fund to permit the use of the funds for this new certification refund program. The current ordinance states that the program was authorized and implemented during the construction slow-down caused by the “Great Recession” so the program has not achieved its intended purposes.
Policy Impact Area: Sustainable building promotion
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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